Belzer’s tactics blasted

By PATRICIA R. ZIMMERMAN

‘The recent Logan Square Neighbor-
hood Assoulation (LSNA) campalgn
against gangs has generatéd too
much bad publicity, accurdmg to
North East Action Team (NEAT)
Presfdent Wayne Dereczynski.

He accuses LSNA President Mike
Belzer of attempting to further his
“political career” through emotional-
Iy explosive public meetings where
citizens confront police officials.

The Gaylords, a Northwesl Side
street gang, crashed two recent
LSNA crime meetings.

Dereczynski, who was pnsidml of
LSNA ‘n 1975 and 1976, and NEAT
members who gathered at the First
Lutheran Church, 3500 W. Fullerton
Ave., Tuesday, Aug. 9, (o hear Shake-
speare (14th) -Police District Cmdr.
Willlam Hanhardt, claim that LSNA
has consistently refused to grant their
organization a new charler until they
conform (e the “‘rules.” Dercczynski
suspects cast end residents of Logan
Square of gerrymandering lo gain a
more liberai following.

“The Invitation was submitted to
Comruander Hanhardl prior to ail
Uiis publicity LSNA has recelved. At
the June 5 Scnate meeling, we began
gelling this meeting today together.
NEAT is the oldest branch in the or-
ganization, bul we're totally disre-
garded. The gang meelings were
called and conducted without partici-
pation from this branch,” Dereczyn-
ski said.

“For the last twa to three weeks,

we've been plastered in (he press and
television and It is a black eye (o our
community. We've gotten more pub-
licity from a few punks on streel cor-
ners (han from years of herd work in
abandoned buildings,” Derecaynski
said.

Dercczynskl added thal his com-
plaints were aimed at Presldent Mike
Belzer, and not at Amne Wucki, 2
Lawadale Avenue restdent who identi-
fied a2 gang member al an LSNA
meeting who allegedly assaulted a
man in front of her house.

Because NEAT members suspeet
Logan Square is gaining a reputation
as a hotbed of* gang activity and
erime, they fear a resh of r‘ anic ped-
dling and property depreclation will
Tollow.

Although the police department has
responded positively to LSNA de-
mands by increasing patrols and
cracking down on negligent oflicers
NEAT and Hanhardt agree that com-
munity problems can be solved more
elficiently with phone calls from an
organization’s president.

“We'll fight our own problems.
Commender Hanhardt has always
come through when we've called him
about various incidents or problems,™
Dereczynski po.nled out.

Commander Hanhardt, an Javesth
patoe fur 19 years before he assumed
s corrent past, teinforced Dereczyn.
ski's views:

1 would much rather deal with
problems uader LSNA right now,

without a three-week interim for a

large public meeting. When Wayne
was president, he would come in and
discuss it (the problem). When
Wayne called or any other LSNA
member called about a problem, swe
would get a meeung with the individ-
ual affected,” he said,

“'Don’L wail for a communily meet-
ing three to four weeks later, Call me
as soon as you can. If our men are
siow in responding, call me and 11
take care of it,” Hanhardl urgcd

te cited records show
plaints agalnst police ol’f' icers |n lhc
last 37 days as evidence.

In addition, Hanhardt sald that be
planned ap Aug. 12 meeling with
Gaylord leaders lo confront thémn
with fssues raised by residents In the
last few weeks.

“Last week at Our Lady of Grace'

we thoroughly allenated those Kids,
We're not going about this the right
way,” he said.

Over 50 Gayiords appeared st that
LSNa crime meeting.

Hanbardi asserts that “the gang
thing has really been blwn out of
proportion in the media.™

Although the police depsrtmemt
<chief of patrol has increased Speclal
Qperations Group {SOG) patrol in
areas [requented by gangs, Hanhardt
feets that it s oolv a superficisl an
swer (o the problem

“They are throwing in policemen
not thoroughly familiar with our
clientele. From 27 arrests, I received
seven phone calls from parents
claiming their kids are not gang

members,”* he pointed oul

““They can't 1}l the pllyen withour
8 scorecard — they don't know wha's
ina gang and who is jusl standing
around

Beat patrolmen regularly assigned
fo the 14th district recognize gang
members more accurately, he said.
He advocates educational and recre-
ativna! pregrams emphasizing com-

munity involvement rather than mass

arrests.

Sgl. Willlam Howe, neighborhued
relations officer, polnted oul that the
idea of a gang court was introduced
by Hanhardt several years ago, be-
fore Ald. Richard Mcll, 3ird, began
pressing for one.

Even though the Mdth district has
over 250,000 residents and has ex-
panded three square miles since 1976
the area experienced an overali 4.3
per cent decrease in crime in the Jast
10 months, Hanhardt said.

“Besides,” he continued, “the 14th
dislncl Iud« the city In service calls
- The eitywide sverage is
nnly 9 noa °

Hsnhardt and Des i urged
citizens to get involved by calling po-
lice with complaints and suggestions.

“Get involved with your community
~ join groups like this, form bluck
cluby, get to knuw your police offi-
cers, cstablish a rapporl with them.
Thal’s how we will make this a betier
place to live,” Hanhaxdt suggesied.



